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nonstop to forge a compromise. The
end result was passing the first law in
more than three decades aimed at re-
ducing violence, expanding access to
mental health services, and improving
community safety. And we did it in a
way that protected the Second Amend-
ment rights of law-abiding Americans.

Later that year, Brad was assigned
another important task: making major
modifications to the Respect for Mar-
riage Act and winning enough votes to
pass it through Congress. It is a sen-
sitive issue for both sides of the polit-
ical spectrum that required a well-
thought-out approach, and Brad played
a key role in reaching that compromise
that included a number of new legal
protections for religious institutions
and nonprofits. These new protections
struck the right balance, and the bill
earned the bipartisan support it needed
to pass both Chambers and be signed
into law.

Neither of those bills would have
even gotten a vote had Brad not been
at the negotiating table and burning
the midnight oil every single day.

I take pride in playing an active role
in the professional development of my
staff, and it was no surprise that the
private sector also took mnotice of
Brad’s personal dedication and policy
expertise. The Chamber of Commerce
hired him to serve as their vice presi-
dent of innovation policy. It is a testa-
ment to the work he put in to quickly
become of the Nation’s top policy ex-
perts on intellectual property.

While I am sad to see him go, I am
also very proud of the work he has
done through his service to the State
of North Carolina and the U.S. Senate.
And I am excited to see the great
things he will accomplish in the com-
ing years. To borrow a line from one of
Brad’s favorites, the legendary Dolly
Parton, “You’ll never do a whole lot
unless you’re brave enough to try.”

———————

ADDITIONAL STATEMENTS

TRIBUTE TO MATT ROTHSCHILD

e Ms. BALDWIN. Madam President,
today I rise to honor Matt Rothschild,
executive director of the Wisconsin De-
mocracy Campaign, on his retirement.
Over the span of Matt’s 43-year career,
he has been a tireless advocate for de-
mocracy, social and economic justice,
and civil rights and liberties.

After graduating magna cum laude
from Harvard in 1980, Matt went to
work as an editor for the Multinational
Monitor, working for Ralph Nader in
Washington, DC. In 1983, he moved to
Wisconsin to take a job as staff writer
with The Progressive Magazine. In 1994,
he advanced to senior editor and chair-
man of the board of directors for the
magazine. While with The Progressive,
Matt was also the director of The Pro-
gressive Media Project and published
the book, ‘““You Have No Rights: Sto-
ries of America in an Age of Repres-
sion.” While at The Progressive, Matt
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wrote hundreds of stories on issues
ranging from threats to civil liberties,
to social justice, to peace, to environ-
mental concerns. He interviewed nota-
ble figures in the arts, politics, and ec-
onomics including Wendell Berry,
Naomi Klein, Bill McKibben, Robert
Redford, Alice Walker, Allen Ginsberg,
and Joseph Stiglitz.

In 2015, Matt joined the Wisconsin
Democracy Campaign where he focused
the efforts of the organization on ban-
ning gerrymandering, protecting and
expanding the freedom to vote, getting
rid of dark money in politics, and op-
posing anti-democracy efforts. Matt
has the distinguishing quality of being
everywhere, all at once, and has taken
his vital messages about protecting de-
mocracy to hundreds of radio and tele-
vision broadcasts, newspaper articles,
opinion columns, social media and, in
person, doing talks to good government
groups in nearly every community in
Wisconsin, letting citizens know what
is at stake and how to get involved to
redirect Wisconsin’s future. While at
the Wisconsin Democracy Campaign,
he also wrote ‘“‘Twelve Ways to Save
Democracy in Wisconsin,” which tells
the story of what a once-progressive
State lost after Act 10 was enacted in
2010 and the Republicans, through the
creation of unfair maps, held a lock on
government.

Matt has been a leading voice in Wis-
consin for over 40 years. He has advo-
cated tirelessly, doing so with kindness
and good humor, always willing to en-
gage with those who disagreed with
him as much as those who did. Today,
as Matt moves into retirement, he will
step aside to leave space for others to
fill because that is what Matt is about:
paving the way for the next generation
to continue the good fight. I feel hon-
ored to call Matt my friend and will be
forever grateful for all he has done for
the citizens in our State and for the
voice he has given to democracy in
these perilous times.®

—

TRIBUTE TO KEITH BICSAK

e Mr. DAINES. Madam President,
today I have the distinct honor of rec-
ognizing Keith Bicsak of Cascade Coun-
ty for his longstanding commitment to
providing medical response and trans-
port for countless sick and injured
Montanans through his role as a crit-
ical care flight paramedic.

For 52 years, Keith has diligently
provided emergency medical services—
EMS—to folks throughout the Treas-
ure State. His time-honored career is a
testament to his passion and expertise
in providing emergent lifesaving care.
Keith’s calling to selfless service began
with his family’s own ambulance serv-
ice, Bicsak Emergency Air Transport—
BEAT—which later became Mercy
Flight, its esteemed crew proudly serv-
ing Montanans today.

EMS providers like Keith and the
lifesaving care they deliver remain a
vital component to the overall health
and wellness of the State of Montana
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and the United States of America.
These men and women choose to put
their lives on the line as they stand
ready to respond to any disaster or cri-
sis they may encounter. Profes-
sionalism, expertise, and grace under
fire enable these heroes to deliver swift
and efficient lifesaving care to families
in need.

Keith’s passion for helping Mon-
tanans is evident through his distin-
guished career, as he now steps into a
new season of life and enjoys a well-de-
served retirement. As Keith reflects
back on his time as an EMS provider,
he is quick to point out the great expe-
rience it has been and the ‘‘work fami-
lies”” he has made along the way. He
continues to encourage younger gen-
erations to pursue careers in emer-
gency services to help build up Mon-
tana’s EMS workforce in order to en-
sure needs are being met in every cor-
ner of the State.

It is my distinct honor to recognize
Keith Bicsak for his revered 52 years of
frontline service in helping Montanans
reach health and safety. I am confident
that Keith’s work as an EMS provider
will long be remembered and appre-
ciated by families throughout the
Treasure State. Thank you for your
selfless service, Keith. You make Mon-
tana proud.e

—————

MESSAGE FROM THE HOUSE

At 3:03 p.m., a message from the
House of Representatives, delivered by
Mrs. Cole, one of its reading clerks, an-
nounced that the House has passed the
following bills and joint resolution, in
which it requests the concurrence of
the Senate:

H.R. 1339. An act to require the Federal
Communications Commission to review cer-
tain rules of the Commission and develop
recommendations for rule changes to pro-
mote precision agriculture, and for other
purposes.

H.R. 2811. An act to provide for a respon-
sible increase to the debt ceiling, and for
other purposes.

H.J. Res. 39. Joint resolution disapproving
the rule submitted by the Department of
Commerce relating to ‘‘Procedures Covering
Suspension of Liquidation, Duties and Esti-
mated Duties in Accord With Presidential
Proclamation 10414,

The message also announced that the
House has agreed to the following con-
current resolution, in which it requests
the concurrence of the Senate:

H. Con. Res. 35. Concurrent resolution au-
thorizing the use of Emancipation Hall in
the Capitol Visitor Center for an event to
celebrate a King Kamehameha Day Lei Drap-
ing Ceremony.

———

MEASURES REFERRED

The following bill was read the first
and the second times by unanimous
consent, and referred as indicated:

H.R. 1339. An act to require the Federal
Communications Commission to review cer-
tain rules of the Commission and develop
recommendations for rule changes to pro-
mote precision agriculture, and for other
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